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"And they cried, The Sword of the 
Lord, and of Gideon." Judges 7:20. 
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Praying For Revival 


“A Prayer of Habakkuk The Prophet Upon Shigionoth. O Lord, I 
Have Heard Thy Speech, and Was Afraid: O Lord, Revive Thy 
Work in The Midst of The Years, In The Midst of the Years Make 
Known: In Wrath Remember Mercy” — Habakkuk 3:1, 2 


A revival of Bible religion — 
how precious and how glorious it 
is! The greatest event that can 
ever hap on this earth aside 
from the return of Christ Himself, 
is an old fashioned, Heaven sent, 
Holy Spirit revival when God 
comes near to the hearts of many 
men, saving sinners and renewing 
and rejoicing the hearts of His 
own people. Revivals are neces- 
sary. They are right. They are 
part of God’s plan in dealing with 
His people and with all mankind. 
Revivals ought to be the chief con- 
cern of pastor and people in every 
church. God calis and prepares 
evangelists, revivalists. Ephesians 
4:11, 12 says: 

“And he gave some, apos- 

tles; and some, prophets; and 

; Some, evangelists; and some, 
pastors and teachers; 

“For the perfecting of the 


fy 
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saints, for the work of the 
ministry, for the edifying of 
the body of Christ.” 


God gives evangelists even for 
the work of edifying the saints as 
well as for winning sinners. That 
proves that God is in favor of re- 
vivals. 


All of us wish we-could. stay 
on.the mountain top all the time. 
Surely, Christians may have bless- 
ing day by day. God has provided 
victory for a Christian all the time. 
There need be no relapses, periods 
of defeat, and fruitlessness. There 
is abundant power for every Chris- 
tian all the time. Yet the plain, 
simple fact is that all of God’s 
people need reviving frequently. 
People do not stay on the moun- 
tain of transfiguration, but must 
return to the valley of suffering. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 2) 


“T RECEIVED THE GREATEST BLESS- 
ING WHILE THERE THAT I HAVE 


EVER RECEIVED IN ALL 


Sherman Revival “Rev. John R. Rice: 


This editor and Brother W. G. 
Stroh have been for a littie more 
than a week now in evangelistic 
services at Sherman, Texas, in the 
Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle, 
We have radio services at 7:30 A. 
M., Bible study for an hour at 
10:00 in the tabernacle, usually 
a noon day service in some factory 
‘or mill, and evening services at 
7:30. My heart is happy in the 
work. Crowds have been growing 
steadily. While we have not yet 
completely filled the big tabernacle 
1380 feet long, yet there is a fine 
attendance and we trust the tab- 
ernacle will be filled Sunday night 
(the first Sunday night service Il 
will have been here in the revival). 


Thus far God has led me to 
preach hard against sin, preaching 
to awaken the consciences and 
bring widespread conviction among 
saints and sinners alike on the 
sin question. Only rarely have 1 
given the invitation, and I feel it 
may be necessary to give another 
week of solid, hard-hitting, Bible 
preaching against sin in the eve- 
ning services, while the morning 
services are given to the study of 
prayer and Holy Spirit power and 
while Christians are being led to 


‘gee, confess and forsake their sins, 


before we expect to begin to reap 
much. God is laying a burden on 
the hearts of many Christians and 
has given to some a tearful spirit 
of supplication. We are in very 
anxious and serious days and I beg 
those who read to pray with us for 
a hty revival given by the Spir- 
ithof God in the hearts of men. 
e are burdened, but confident. 
God uses His Word when it is 
preached boldly and in the power 
of the Spirit. God answers prayer. 
We expect a great revival. 
Brother Stroh is blessing many 


hearts with his sweet singing. 


MY LIFE” 


: “Cumby,\ Texas 
Nov. 18, 1936 


“Dear Brother: 


“IT am writing you to let you 
know how I enjoyed being in your 
great Bible School. The things that 
I shall say come from the depths 
of my heart. I realize that I have 
not only had the privilege of at- 
tending a great Bible School, but 
also of being in one of the greatest 
revivals I have ever been in. I 
received the greatest blessing while 
there that I have ever received in 
all my life. How I did drink in 
the wonderful messages which you 
and all the other speakers brought. 
I can truthfully say that we were 
made to sit together in heavenly 
places in Christ Jesus. I felt while 
there that it was in many respects 
like the day of Pentecost; We were 
all with one accord in one place 
and it seemed to me that the Spir- 
it was on all present. In vision 
now as I write this I can see the 
happy beaming faces. I think it 
was a foretaste of what Heaven 
will be like. Oh, when I think 
what our Saviour said, ‘many shall 
come from the east and from the 
north and from the south and shall 
sit down with Abraham and Isaac 
in the kingdom of God’— what 
wonderful society there will be in 
Heaven. I thought while I was 
there and witnessed and experi- 
enced the wonderful power of God 
that some who were looking on 
might say as some mocking said 
on the day of Pentecost, ‘thése 
men are full-of new wine.’ Yes, 
we were filled with something, but 
it was not new wine. I would to 
God that every minister and every 
child of God> might be filled with 
the same thing. I feel more deter- 
mined than ever to go forth unto 
Him without the camp, bearing 
His reproach. 

“TI shall never forget the wonder- 
ful singing that Brother Stroh, 
Brother Banta and wife and others 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 


Personal Paragraphs 


Brother Scott W. Hickey of De- 
catur writes that he is in a revival 
with Brother George Pemberton 
in the Fundamentalist Baptist Tab- 
ernacle, Cleburne. May God bless 
both pastors and churches and 
Save many souls. 


We were happy to have a visit 
yesterday from Bro. Tom Masters 
and family who are now in a new 
work which God is blessing in 
Chickasha, Okla. They are having 
frequent conversions and the work 
is being built up. Brother Masters 
is a fine preacher and Bible stu- 
dent and it was a joy to see him 
again. 


SUNDAY’S SERVICES 
Fundamentalist Baptist Tabernacle 


9:30 A. M. Children’s choir led 
by Rev. W. G. Stroh. 

9:50 Sunday School. All class- 
es studying Isaiah. Pastor John R. 
Rice teaches large class of adults. 
You are welcome. 

11:00 A. M. Sermon, Pastor John 
R. Rice. 

6:45 P.M. Young People’s meet- 
ing. . 
7:30 P. M. Evangelistic service. 
Sermon, “Power From on High” by 
Rev. W. G. Stroh. 


FOUR GREAT BOOKS ON PRAYER 


The world is so real with us, 
the cares of this world are so 
pressing, how we do need to pray: 
‘the four greatest books I ever 
read on prayer, each of them are 
masterpieces, written by great 
Spirit-filled Bible scholars are 
“riow to Pray,” by R. A. Torrey, 
“Praying in the Spirit,” by H. A. 
Ironside, “Prayer Changes ‘Things’ 
by 8S. D. Gordon, and “Getting 
inings From God,’ by Charies 
Blanchard. 

Of these, the first I read was 
“How to Pray,” by Dr. R. A. 
Torrey. I read it first as a fifteen 
year old boy and have read it a 
number of times since, always with 
great blessing. It is a book to read, 
to study, to live by. Paper bound, 
125 pages, only 2Uc (aad Sc post- 
age). 

Any of these books may be 
ordered from The Sword Book 
Room, 201 East Tenth Street, Dai- 
las, Texas. 


The newest of these books on 
prayer is “Praying in the Holy 
Spirit,”” two papers on prayer, by 
Dr. H. A. Ironside of the Moody 
Church, Chicago. Dr. Ironside was 
recently described by Dr. Lockyer 
of kingiand as the greatest bible 
_teacher in America. His undoubted 
devotion and sincerity, his Spirit- 
| filled adherence to the Word of 
| God, his tenderness and his keen 
insight into Heavenly things and 
the needs of the human heart make 
this book unusually readable. 1 
found it especially helpful, Pa- 
per bound, z0c (add 5c postage). 
“Getting Things From God,” a 
book of 270 pages, written by Dr. 
Charles A. Blanchard, long presi- 
dent of Wheaton College, a really 
great scholar, a humble Bible be- 
liever, greatly blessed of God. His 
book is worth reading and re-read- 
ing. His many personal experi- 


Again, Books for Christmas 


® 


ences of answered prayer, his 
simple faith in the bibie, and his 
unquestioned scholarship bring me 
again and again to tms work. it 
is an extra-ordinary book. It will 
be prized alike by preachers and 
layman, humbie house wite or Sun- 
day scnool teacher. Send it for 
Coristmas to one you love best. 
it is as charming as it is good. 
Cloth bound, $1.uv, paper bound, 
ioc (add 1Uc postage). 

“Prayer Changes Things,” by 
S. D. Gordon is widely Kaown in 
hngiand and America. Like the 
Oluers mentioned here, it is writ- 
ten from the viewpoint of an ab- 
solute believer in tne Bible, a be- 
uuever in the God who answers 
prayer according to the promuses 
Uf £118 inspired word. it 1s Deau- 
liftuly written in Dr. Goraon’s 
svea:coing style. Nice board back, 
price ouc (aud 1Uc postage). 
tHAT SPIRITUAL GENIUS, Dn. RIMMER 

t admired Dr. Kimmer tor his 
preaching and teaching which 1 
nad heard betore our recent bible 
scnool. During the Bibie Schcoi 4 
learned to love him personaliy ana 
greatly enjoyed his fellowsnip as 
ne biessed our hearts with his Bi- 
ble lectures and sermons. Now 
since he has gone away I have been 
carefully reading others of his 
books and I am amazed at the 
wealth of his knowledge of the sBi- 
ble itself and of corroborative tacts 
concerning the Bibie. The answer 
is that Dr. Rimmer is a ‘Bibie 
specialist. He has dedicated his lire 
to knowing and preaching the Bi- 
ble and to stop the mouths of 
critics of the Bibie. I know of no 
man living who can do it as well, 
on sO Many points. I hope many 
thousands or more of preachers 
will get all of Dr. Rimmer’s books. 
I have just read two of Dr. Rim- 
mer’s books, which college ana 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 


Asking For The Holy Spirit 


“If Ye Then, Being Evil, Know How To Give Good Gifts Unto 
Your Children: How Much More Shall Your Heavenly Father 
Give The Holy Spirit To Them That Ask Him?” 

> 


Here is a simple statement of 
fact: our Heavenly Father will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ASK HIM. Asking is the way to 
get the Holy Spirit. 

Let it be -ainderstood that Jesus 
is not speaking of the indwelling 
of the Spirit of God, nor are we. 
The coming of the Holy Spirit to 
live in the bodies of saved people 
is a dispensational matter which, 
is already settled and not subject 
to prayer. I mean that now, since 
the glorification of Jesus at His 
resurrection, all saved people have 
the Holy Spirit dwelling in their 
bodies as a temple. “What? know 
ye not that your body is the tem- 
ple of the Holy Ghost which is in 
you?” (I Cor. 6:19). “If any man 
have not the Spirit of Christ, he} 
is none of his’ (Rom. 8:9). Saved 
people now have the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in their bodies. Before | 
the resurrection of Jesus, saved 
people did not have the Holy Spirit 
dwelling in their bodies. (Jno. 7:37 
-89, Jno. 20:19-21). Jesus was not 
talking about the indwelling of the 
Holy Spirit, but about the coming 
of the Holy Spirit upon one or fill- 
ing one for service. 


That is the plain meaning of the 


context. In the llth chapter of 
Luke, the disciples asked, “Lord, 
teach us to pray,” and He gave 
them the model prayer in verses 
2-to 4. Then in verses 5 to 8 Jesus 
likened a praying Christian to one 
who goes at midnight to a friend 
who has bread, begging for bread 
to give to another friend who has 
none. Then Jesus said in verse 9, 


}“Ask, and it shall be given you; 


seek, and ye shall find; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you.” 
‘The kind of praying to which Je- 
sus particularly referred was that 
of a Christian praying that God 
will make it possiole for him to 
take the bread of life to unsaved 
people. Immediately following that, 
Jesus said in verse 13, “If ye then, 
being evil, know how to give good 
gifts unto your children: how 
much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the- Holy Spirit to 
them that ask him?” What Jesus 
had in mind was praying for Holy 
Spirit power to take the gospel 
to those who do not have it. Every 
Christian has two friends; one 
great Friend who-has bread and 


plenty, and another poor friend, 
the lost sinner who has none at 


all. Christians stand between these 
two, God and the sinner. We must 
get the power of the Holy Spirit 
before we can feed our hungry 
loved ones and acquaintances. 


ASKING IS THE WAY TO GET THE 
HOLY SPIRIT 

Jesus puts the emphasis here on 
asking. Let all who want the Holy 
Spirit to come upon them or fill 
them for service, ask for Him. 
God gives the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him. Many Scriptures 
bear out this truth. 

Jesus is our example and that 
is the way the Holy Spirit came 
upon Him. Luke 3:21, 22 says: 

“Jesus also being baptized, AND 
PRAYING, the heaven was opened. 

“22. And the Holy Ghost de- 
scended in a bodily shape like a 
dove upon him.” 

Christ’s baptism was an example 
for us. Saved people should do 
likewise. He prayed before the 
Holy Spirit came upon Him. [If 
we want the Holy Spirit to come 
upon us, we should pray, too.* 
Christ never preached a sermon, 
healed a sick person or worked a 
miracle before the Holy Spirit de- 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 
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PAGE TWO 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PRAYING FOR REVIVAL 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGBP 1) ¢ 


Revival is a law of nature. Just 

now 
“The melancholy days have 
come 
The saddest of the year,” 

as the poet says. Green leaves 
have turned yellow and buff and 
red and brown. Soon they will all 
be drab and sere, The sap is — 
from the trees. The crops are 
harvested in the fields. But next 
spring we will have a revival with 
leaf and bud and flower and fruit. 
Seedtime and harvest, sowing and 
reaping, summer and winter is the 
law of nature. In the millennial 
reign of Christ we may have 
eternal summer -— the tree of life 
will bring forth its fruit every 
month and the leaves are for the 
healing of the nation. But as long 
as men, Christian men, have two 
natures, as long as we live sur- 
rounded by manifold temptations, 
as long as Satan our adversary 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 
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goes around like a roaring lion 
seeking whom he may devour and 
we wrestle not with flesh and 
blood, that long it will be that the 
saints of God will need periods of 
refreshing, of revival. 


Those who despise revivals, ig- 
nore the way that God has dealt 
with His people as recorded in the 
Bible. Again and again through- 
out the Bible we find accounts of 
how God sent mighty revivals up- 
on His people. Elijah at Mt, Car- 
mel, John the Baptist by the River 
Jordon, Peter and others at Pente- 
cost, Philip at Samaria — all these 
had mighty revivals as did Daniel 
in Babylon, Nehemiah in Jerusalem 
after the captivity and Kings Hez- 
ekiah and Josiah in Judea be- 
fore the captivity. Bless God for 
the revivals of the Bible! In fact, 
the history ‘of God’s dealings with 
the race shows that when God 
sends His prophets to warn the 
people, the inevitable results was 
either revival or judgment. To- 
day, we may be sure, that the only 
thing that can avoid the terrible 
wrath of God upon America is a 
Heaven-sent revival of His bless- 
ing and power, a mighty turning 
to God. 

Let no one condemn revivals. 
You say they do not last. That is 
not altogether true. Every soul 
saved in a Heaven-sent revival will 
shine throughout eternity with a 
marvelous luster and all the toil 
of- revivals will be paid for in the 
coinage of another world. But let 
us admit that the warmth and the 
fervor, the new dedication and con- 
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Newby’s Grocery & Market 
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profession, address and tele- 


Beckley. Transfer & Furniture 


Company 
MOVING HAULING 
By Expert Movers 
Pearl Miller, Owner 
Tep prices for Furniture 
Trade Moving for Furniture 
Get our prices —- Save money 
312 E, Jefferson 6-1449 


ROY HARPER STUDIOS 


PHOTOS 
150242 Elm 1308-A Elm 
“With your Individuality, 
not ours.” 
KODAK FINISHING 
Rolls developed free 
Prints 3c each 


J. R. REEVES 


CAFE, GROCERY & MARKET 


Homemade Chili—Big Juicy 
Hamburgers 


215 North Beckley 
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Genuine Oil Permanent 
Croquignole) — $1.50 
Machineless Croquignole 
$2.95 — , 
Good Service Beauty Shop 
821 E. 9th 6-4924 
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LAMAR & SMITH 


Funeral Home and Ambvu- 
lance Service 


PHONE 6-2146 
Jefferson 


——— 


800 W. Dalla: 


WALDEN HAT CO. 


Renovators and Remodelers 
of Ladies’ and Men’s fine hats 


Ph. 6-0263 922 W. Jefferson 
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DR. EUGENE V.WOOD 
DENTIST 
Office: 810 Medical Arts 
Building 
Office Phone 2-1515 
Residence Phone: 3-2222 


DR. C. F. JONES 
CHIROPRACTOR 


400 W. Page 6-8933 


Office hours 9to12A. M. 
* 2to 6P. M. 
Other hours by appointment 


consultation, free 


Snelen Service Station 
Beckley and Ninth Streets 


Wash or Grease — 50c 
Good Gulf Gasoline—High Grade Oils 


B. O.Snelen, Jr. Bus. 6-0560 


Your Patronage Appreciated 


Suits Cleaned & Pressed 35c 
Ladies’ Mannish suits 
Cleaned & Pressed 50c 


MIDWAY CLEANERS 
TAILORING 
6-0056 107 W. Jefferson 
“Let Chap Do It” 


GOLDSTON BARBER SHOP 
210 South Madison 


Special for Sat. & Mon. 
Ladies’ house dresses, 79c up 
to $1.00 for 59c, fast colors. 
Ladies’ Suede Jackets, $2 to 

$2.50 values for $1.19 


Lipman's Bargain Store 
115 W. Jefferson 
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Across from Oak Cliff Bank 
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secration which we experience in 
revivals need to be sought again. 
That part of a revival waxes and 
then wanes and another revival is 
needed soon.. That we frankly ad- 
mit. 

That is not an argument that 
revivals are a failure, it is simply 
an argument for the need of an- 
other revival when the first one 
has gone. 

Every traffic “safety first’? cam- 
paign is temporary. For a time 
motorists drive more carefully, 
but soon the inspiration and warn- 
ing of the campaign wear off. Has 
the campaign failed? No, it has 
saved many lives. The temporari- 
ness of the campaign only proves 
there must be other campaigns. 

Plowing is a temporary business. 
The farmer turns over the soil and 
in the loosened seed-bed seeds may 
sprout and plants take root. Weeds 
are turned under. Soon, to be sure, 
weeds will grow again and the 
ground will become packed and 
hard and will need another plow- 
ing. But meantime the crop has 
grown. Food and clothes are made 
possible by the farmer’s plow, even 
though the work was only tempo- 
rary. If you say plowing is only 
temporary, that is only an argu- 
ment to plow again. 

Revivals, periods of more earnest 
seeking after God, more frequent 
praying, examining our hearts, 
mortifying the deeds of the flesh, 
judging our sins—such revivals 
are the plan of God for all of us. 

Let no church or pastor be satis- 
fied without seeking to have spe- 
cial times of revival. Revivals are 
not usual, but unusual, not ordi- 
nary, but the extraordinary. The 
bane of Christian living and work, 
the sin most certain to befall us, 
I believe, is that our service for 
Christ may become just a form 
without the substance, professional, 
habitual, commonplace and ordi- 
nary. The same prayers that once 
came from the heart later come 
only from the lips. The Bible 
reading that was once the fervent 
seeking after God’s truth, then be- 
comes merely a dutiful habit. Then 
there is need for a revival. 


“O LORD, I HAVE HEARD THY SPEECH, 
AND WAS AFRAID” 

Habakkuk lived in a time of ter- 
rible declension and worldliness. It 
was just before the captivity of 
Judah. The prophecy begins with 
this title, “The burden which Ha- 
bakkuk the prophet did see.” 
“Burden” means a message of 
weight and sorrow, a promised 
punishment. The second to fourth 
verses of the prophecy say, 

“Oh Lord, how long shall I 
cry, and thou wilt not hear! 
even cry out unto thee of vio- 
lence, and thou wilt not save! 

“3. Why dost thou shew me 
iniquity, and cause me to be- 
hold grievance? for spoiling 
and violence are before me: 
and there are that raise up 
strife and contention. 

“4. Therefore the law is 
slacked, and judgment doth 
not go forth: for the wicked 
doth compass about’ the right- 
eous; therefore wrong judg- 
ment proceedeth.” 

Habakkuk himself was amazed 
and grieved at the sin and violence 
and idolatry about him on every 
side and cries out to God for judg- 
ment and punishment on the peo- 
ple. Then in chapter 2, the answer 
of God is given. Verses 6, 9, 12, 
15, and 19 promise separate and 
terrible woes upon Israel. Then in 
our text in the 3rd chapter, 
Habakkuk cries out, “O Lord, I 
have heard thy speech and was 
afraid; O Lord, revive thy work 
P the midst of the years, in the 

idst of the years make known; in 
wrath remember mercy.’’. 


A TIME OF WICKEDNESS, 


WORLDLINESS, BLOODSHED 
AND THE WRATH OF GOD IS 
A GOOD TIME FOR REVIVAL! 
In fact, such times cry out for 


‘revival. The worse a revival is 


needed, the more willing God is 
to give it. The worse a revival is 
needed, the more will some people 
realize the need. Christians will 
be led more earnestly to pray. 
Some sinners will be more willing 
to listen. The preacher’s sharp 
message against sin will be more 
emphatic, more startling and vet 
more quickly believed by some who 
have found that the way of the 
transgressor is hard and have seen 
the fruits of sin. 

When Habakkuk heard the woes 
which God pronounced upon His 
people, the warning of God fright- 
ened him and led him to earnest 
prayer for revival. 
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Let preachers consider and take 
notice. Revivals, old fashioned, 
Heaven-sent revivals, are ordinari- 
ly preceded by plain, sharp, dog- 
matic, positive preaching. ‘he 
preacher who faithfully, fearless- 
ly and with a holy abandon con- 
demns sin in high places and in 
low, among the saints of God and 
in the wicked world about him, 
will lead to conviction on the part 
of sinners and a hunger and 
thirsting for revival on the part 
of God’s people. Penitent seeking 
after God follows faithful procia- 
mation of the divine warning. 
Nineveh repented only after Jonan 
preached, “Forty days and Nineveh 
shall be destroyed!’”’ The marvelous 
revival under John the . Baptist 
came from such preaching as this; 

“And now also the axe is 
laid unto the root of the trees: 
therefore every tree which 
bringeth not forth good fruit is 
hewn down, and cast into the 
fire. 

“11, I indeed baptize you with 
water unto repentance; but he 
that cometh after me is 
mightier than I, whose shoes 
I am not worthy to bear: he 
Shall baptize you with the 
Holy Ghost, and with fire: 

“12. Whose fan is in his 
hand, and he will thoroughly 
purge his floor, and gather his 
wheat into the garner; but he 
will burn up the chaff with 
unguenchable fire.” (Matt 3: 
10-12). 

That was a plain warning of the 
wrath of God against sin, that the 
Jewish religious leaders, yea, even 
the nation itself would be cut down 
like a fruitless tree if it did not 
repent and get right with God. 
More than that, there was a plain 
warning of the fires of Hell — 
that Jesus will “burn up the ehafi 
with unquenchable fire.” 

The great revival under Heze- 
kiah was preceded by such plain 
preaching as this in Ii Chron. 29: 
6-9: 

“For our fathers have tres- 
passed, and done that which 
was evil in the eyes of the 
Lord our God, and have for- 
saken him, and have turned 
away their faces from the hab- 
itation of the Lord, and turned 
their backs. 

“7. Also they have shut up 
the doors of the porch, and put 
out the lamps, and have not 
burned incense nor offered 
burnt-offerings in the holy 
place unto the God of Israel. 

“8. Wherefore the wrath of 
the Lord was upon Judah and 
Jerusalem, and he hath de- 
livered them to trouble, to as- 
tonishment, and to hissing, as 
ye see with your eyes. 

“9. For, lo, our fathers have 
fallen by the sword, and our 
sons and our daughters and 
our wives are in captivity for 
th = 
Other Old Testament revivals 

were preceded by reading of the 
law with solemn judgments prom- 
ised upon those who should depart 
from God. 

Let preachers then take heart. 
The time of sin and worldliness, 


of unbelief and modernism, of 


gambling and drunkenness and 
adultery — that is the time for re- 
vivals, provided the prophets of 
God will be true in declaring God's 
wrath on sin. If preachers will be 
true to God, then people will cry 
out, “O Lord, I have heard thy 
speech and was afraid’ and will 
beg God for a revival. 


“O LORD, REVIVE THY WORK" 

My brother, the work is the 
Lord’s. We have a right to ex- 
pect Him to repair it, to renew it, 
to bless it. 

First of all, what happened to 
me was of God. When I was an 
undone sinner, it was God that 
loved me and prepared for my sal- 
vation at the fearful price of the 
death of Jesus on the cross. It 
was the Holy Spirit of God who 
sought me, who ran me down, who 
knocked gs0 insistently and plead 
so tenderly that I surrenderd and 
was saved. It was the blood of 
Christ that cleansed me and paid 
my debt. My salvation is all of 
grace. “Not by works of righteous- 
ress which we have done, but ac- 
cording to his mercy he saved us.”’ 
If my heart is not as warm as it 
ought to be, if my service is not 
pleasing and acceptable to God, 
then nothing is more reasonable 
than I should come to God to have 
the matter fixed. I do not blame 
God for my faults. He is not re- 
sponsible for my sins. My fail- 
ures are not His failures. Yet in 
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some happy sense, I am not my 
por a The problems of my Chris- 
tian life are not my problems, after 
all, but His. I belong to God. I 
am bought with the blood of Christ, 
The work is Christ’s. 

When you buy a new car, you 
receive a warranty for ninety days. 
During that time any defective 
part must be replaced free of 
charge. If some adjustment was 
not properly made, if there were 
some fault in the manufacture ot 
the automobile, you may simply 
drive back to the dealer and have 
the matter attended to at his 
charge, not yours. But how much 
better is the warranty that God 
gives a sinner when He saves him! 
‘he Lord not only took care of the 
first cost, but all the upkeep on 
your salvation! It is everlasting . 
life that He promised, and even, 
the more abundant life! My 
troubled, backslidden reader, the 
work you need done is God’s work. 
You have a perfect right to lizc 
up your poor, feeble hands to Him 
and cry out, “O Lord, revive THY 
work. I am Yours. I need a bless- 
ing. I need spiritual food and 
spiritual drink. I need new cleans- 
ing, new love, new joy, new power: 
Father, I am Your child. I have 
nowhere else to go. Lord, revive 
Thy work. 

As conversion is a divine busi- 
ness, so is the call to preach. 
There is a romance about preach- 
ing the gospel. There is a heaven- 
ly fragrance about this blessed 
business of telling sinners that 
Christ died for them and teach- 
ing the people of God what is 
their calling and their inheritance. 
But preachers do not stay on fire 
for God. They sometimes (as l 
know too well) find that the gos- 
pel is not as sweet to their own 
ears as it once was. They: may 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 3) 


MRS, RIDGWAY’S CORNER 


By Mrs. Elizabeth Ridgway 


Manager, The Sword of the Lord 


and The Sword Book Room 


It is becom- 
ing increasing- 
ly difficult for 
Christian peo- 
ple to find the 
sort of books 
they really 
want to read. 
Multitudes of 
attractive-look- 
ing books in al- 
most every re- 
ligious book- 
store are dominated by the Lib- 
eralism of the day, often veiled 
and not easy to discover until the 
book is read through. — Sunday 
School Times, Novembe: ist. 


It was to meet this need, and 
also to encourage Christian people 
to read and own more books, that 
The Sword Book Room was opened. 


7 


When you see books advertised. 


by The Sword Book Room, you 
can know they are fundamentally 
sound books. We are careful not 
to buy any book that is tainted 
in the least with any form of mod- 
ernism, 

We call your attention to the 
two page Sword Book Room ad in 
this paper. I hope that many of 
you will give Bibles and Christian 
literature for Christmas gifts this 
year. Check your list of friends, 
some would get great joy out of 
reading “Streams in the Desert,” 
or Dr. Harry Rimmer’s books, or 
“In His Steps,” or a Bible Study 
or Bible Reference book. Also 
notice our selection of Scofield Bi- 
bles for $1.25 to $10.00. 

The Sword of the Lord is grow- 
ing so fast we can hardly stay 
up. Thousands who have been 
blessed by the messages printed 
in the paper are now sending it to 
others. Almost every day some 
one writes expressing their ap- 
preciation to the friend who sent 
the paper to them and now they 
want to share the blessing with 
others and pay for four, six an 
some ten or twelve subscriptio 
at the twenty-five cent rate. od 
are praying for 4,000 new and 
newal subscriptions before January 
ist. And if 1,000 of our friends 
will send a club of four or more, 
we will reach our go Do not 
forget that we will send a Christ- 
mas card to each one announcing 
that The Sword of the Lord came 
to them as a present from you. 

I suggest that you preserve tne 
double page Book Room ad in this 
paper for future reference. 
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Christmas Gift 
IBLES 


CHRISTMAS is the giving season — when you can reach the heart through your gift. 
Do you have a friend who needs a message from the Throne? A friend in trouble? 
or a new Christian friend? or a wandering backslider? or an unsaved friend? or an 
active worker in the vineyard? We have the book of comfort—or guidance — of 
fellowship — or devotion you need for each. The message you want to reach the 
heart can be so easily given through the rightly chosen book, and your gift will speak 


for eternity. 


Suggestions 


THE WORLD’S BEST 
BOOK MAKES THE 
WORLD’S BEST GIFT 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


PAGE THREE 


—————_ - 


Helps On the Pages Where Needed 


The Scofield Reference Bible 


Edited by Rev. C. I. SCOFIELD, DD. 
Assisted by Eminent Scholars 


| Synopsis to Each Book 


| Chain References 


| Helps at the Hard Places 


in ac ae OO | ca * Pe 
SESE ES Chapter Sub-Heads - | 
@ Teer hide a on Pn antineaiiiel 
sotne Late Textual Renderings | 
= ae 
sae ‘Summaries of 
Phase Ht sna. Great Bible Traths _ 


Pages. 
PRICE... 


Streams In the Desert 
BY MRS. CHARLES E. COWMAN 


One of the Choic- 
est and richest 
books of daily de- 
votions ever of- 
fered. Red Fabri- 
coid binding. 378 


. $1.50 
(Add 10c Postage) 


In ‘His Steps 
By Charles M., 


Sheldon 


Millions of 
copies of this 
great book 
have been sold. 
It has been 
translated into 


Made in Two Sizes, identically the sare, 
Page for Page, except for Size of Type. 


HANDY SIZE EDITION 
7 « 4% inches 
Specimen of typé 
14 And the *Word was 
flesh, and dwelt among us, (1 
beheld his glory, the glory as 


LARGER SIZE EDITION 


Specimen of type 
14 And the *#Word was 
fiesh, and dwelt among us, | 
| beheld his glory, the glory a 


8 « 5% inches 


Cloth Bound, Red 


Cloth Bound, Red 


many lan- Handy Size 
guages. Cloth No. 30, $1.25 
bound, side ti- 

PRICE ..... 40c No. 133X, $7.00 


(Add 5c Postage) 


India Paper. 


(Add 15c extra for postage 


Concordance, Gold Edges....No. 177X, $10.00 
French Morroco Leather Binding 


BOW 080s. ..sivsicheienicetises No. 9, 


Edges.............4. No. 90, $2.75 


* 


on each Bible) 


Eleven Remarkable 


By L. SALE-HARRISON, B. D. 
of Australia 

THE REMARKABLE JEW—GOD'S 
GREAT TIMEPIECE, 50c. (Add 5c 
postage). 

Tenth enlarged Edition, 158 pages. 

Full of fascinating facts in re- 
gard to the Jew and Palestine. 


THE RESURRECTION OF THE 
OLD ROMAN EMPIRE, 25c. (Add 


5¢ enth = tage). 
th Enlarged Edition. Giving 
ae and future of Europe 
in the light of Mussolini's mar- 
velous achievements. 


THE ANGLO-SAXON NATION: IS 
GRE B ISRAEL? 20c. 


Is Britain Ephriam and America 
Manasseh? An unanswerable book. 
Eighth edition. 


THE COMING GREAT NORTHERN 


OF RUSSIA AND GERMANY, loc. 

(Add 3c powtans): 

larged Edition. Giving 

the Biblical view of the future of 
Russia and Germany. 


THE WONDERS OF THE GREAT 
UNVEILING, 60c. (Add 5c postage). 
Especially bap open for Bible 
Classes and Study Circles. For 
quick refercace syinbols are listeu 
at the beginning of the book. 
PALESTINE — GOD’S MONUMENT 
OF PROPHECY. Cloth, $1.50. (Add 
10c postage). 
L. Sale-Harrison vividly pictures 
Palestine, Syria, and Transjor- 
dania. He graphically describes 
the land from Damascus in the 
North to Petra in the southern 
desert. With Bible in hand he 
carefully examined those things 
which bring light on the Word of 
Obscure passages stand out 
in all their beauty and impres- 
siveness. Illustrated with actual 
photogreye taken by the author. 
onside, Leander 8S. 
Keyser, mr E. Gaebelein and 
others say, “One of the greatest 
books on Palestine today ...No 
one who can 


without this volume.’ 


CONFEDERACY: TH E° FUTURE) 


ord Ras should be | ni 


Books on Prophecy 


THE RETURN OF THE JEW : 
ISRAEL’S REGATHERING, tl0Uc. 
(Add 3c postage). 


PROPHECY and the 
TOTTERING NATIONS 


A MOST STARTLING NEW BOOK, 
by KEITH L. Brooks, Editor of 
“PROPHECY MONTHLY.” 
Seven powerful chapters showing 
the march of nations, the godless 
trend of civilization, the desperate 
but futile efforts of men to prevent 
a@ general crash, the resurrection of 
Israel, the terrific onslaught upon 
the Christian Faith. Satan's subtie 
attempts to mislead the very elect 
in the last dark days of the age. 
Full of warning — full of encourage- 

ment and the blessed hope. 
PRICE, 50c (Add 110c postage) 


Dr. A. C. Gaebelein’s 
Newest Book and Other Books 
“HOPELESS YET THERE IS 
HOPE” 


Is an arresting, as well as startling 
survey of world conditions. Beauti- 
ful Blue Cloth Binding, 193 pages. 
Ne $1.00 (Add 10c postage) 


“THE CONFLICT OF THE AGES” 


Gives the origin and development of 
evil. The historical accounts of the 
Russian Revolution and its Satanic 
aims is of still greater interest. The 
chapter which shows the revolution- 
ary activities of atheistic commu- 
nism in the VU. 8S. should be r 

by every American. Beautiful Blue 
cloth binding, 171 pages, good paper. 
gy. PRES ~-$1.00 (Add 10c postage). 


“THE HARMONY OF THE PROPHETIC 
WORD” 


Is a key to Old Testament prophecy 
concerning things to cdme. This 
book is not only for the student, 
but for folks who are just begin- 
ng to study $y Cloth 
Bound, 208 i 1. 


eee eee ere eeeee 


OU 
(Add 10c postage) 


The New Topical 
Text Book 


The pulpit ministry of preachers 
and the class work of teachers is 
largely, if not overwhelmingly, 
topical. 

This book contains hundreds of 
important topics 
— 318 pages. Cloth Bound. 


Price 85c 


(Add 10c postage) 


Books By 
DR. R. A. TORREY 


What The Bible 


Teaches 


A topical study of every great 
theme in the Bible, with every 
point proven by one or more verses 
of Scripture. Indespensable for 


preachers and students. Now in 
sixteenth edition. 

537 pages. Cloth bound. 

Price . $3.00 


¢ Add 20e Postage) 


The Holy Spirit 


Who He Is and What He Does and 
How to Know Him in All the Full- 
ness of His Gracious and Glorious 
Ministry 


Clear — Helpful — Convincing 


Four Great Books on Prayer 


“GETTING THINGS FROM GOD” 

By Charles A. Blanchard 
Dr. Blanchard’s unalterable con- 
viction that God does answer 
prayer, forms the background for 
an inspiring book on prayer, how 
to pray, how and why God answers 
prayer. 270 pages. Cloth bound, 
$1.25; Paper bound, 75c (add 10c 


postage). 
PRAYING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT 


By Dr. H. A. Ironside 


A series of meditations on prayer. 
Paper bound, 61 pages, 20c (add 
3c postage). 


PRAYER CHANGES THINGS 
By 8S. D. Gordon 


This book shows how prayer 
may become a mighty factor for 
good in the life of the individual 
and of the church. Board bound, 58 
pages, price 60c (add 5c postage). 


HOW TO PRAY 
By R. A. Torrey 


Much used in revivals, quicken- 
ing the prayer meeting and per- 
sonal prayer life generally. Paper 
bound, 125 pages. .Regular price, 
20c and 3c postage. 


Cloth bound, 201 pages. 
Price 


[a P re + OC 2-2 2 Ss. ea 2 eee 


$1.50 
(Add 10c. Postage) 


SMITH’S 
Bible Dictionary 


TEACHER'S EDITION 


Especially edited and brought up to date by 
Revs. F. N. and M. A. PELOUBET 


ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF BIBLE 
KNOWLEDGE 


Over 800 Pages 

Colored Mape 

40 Libustrations 

Sine 54 x 1K 

ci 
ROUND iN DURABLE CLOTH 
oon wold and ink $1.50 

(Add 15c postage) 


CRUDEN’S 
COMPLETE CONCORDANCE 


Contains 


needs it. 


BOUND IN DURABLE CLOTH 
733 Pages. Size64% x 8% 


(Add 15c postage) $2.00 


upwards 
of 220,000 refer- 
ences. 733 large 
pages, three col- ae 
umns to a page! ‘ot . ” 
Pui aly Senne 28 Jesus Is Coming 

the Pible you wart 
quickly and easily 
if you know one 
principal word. 
Every Christian 


Matthew Henry’s 
Commentary on 


the Whole Bible 


Here is a Storehouse of Biblical 
information. This commentary has 
had highest praise from the lead- 
ing pulpit lights of two centuries. 
The strong approving words of 
Wesley and Whitfield, fathers of 
Methodism; Spurgeon, the Baptist 
give him world-wide esteem. 


Matthew Henry's world famous Commen- 
tary with six volumes and over 7,000 
pages. Keratol binding. Gold title. 


PRICE (add 75c popiagt i 
> 


5.00 


By W. E. B. 

Nearly a half million copies. 
Published in twenty-five languages. 
Cloth binding, 252 pages. Price, 
75c. (Add 10c postage). 


——_— 


ORDER YOUR GIFT BOOKS FROM 


THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
201. E. Tenth Street 


How to Obtain Full- 


ness of Power 


In Christian Life and Servite 


Price $1.00 
(Add 10c Postage) 


Why God Used 
D. L. Moody 


The life of the great D. L. Moody 
is briefly told in this book of 59 
pages, paper bound 


“Masterpiece” Pictures and Religious Mottos 


That render Christian testimony. Beautify 
— Dignify —Inspire and Comfort. Prices 10c to 
$1.25. Write for full information. 


| Send All Orders to 
THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 


201 E. 10th St. 


Dallas, Tex. 


Price 35¢ 


” (eS Postage) 


Getting the Gold Out 
of the Word of God 


or 
HOW TO STUDY THE BIBLE 


Gives Bible study methods of D 
L. Moody, Dr. James M. Gray, 
Charles G. Finney, and Dr. Torrey 
himself. 


35c 
"(aaa 10¢ Postage) 


Price 


Stories Children. Love to Hear 


A wide appeal is being made for 


and no book fits this purpose better than — 


HURLBUT’S STORY OF THE BIBLE 


By Jesse Lyman Hurlbut, D. D. 


Religious Education in the Home — 


NEW TYPE, NEW ILLUSTRA- 
TIONS, and NEW BINDING make 
this book more attractive than ever. 
It contains ONE HUNDRED AND 
SIXTY-EIGHT STORIES, each com- 
plete in itself, yet forming a con- 
tinuous narrative of the Bible from 
Genesis to Revelation. They are told 
in a manner that instructs young and 
old alike, while indelibly impressing 
it on the mind. RECOMMENDED 
BY ALL DENOMINATIONS for its 
freshness and accuracy; for its free- 
dom from doctrinal discussions; for 
its simplicity of language; as the 
best work on the subject. Contains 
281 illustrations, including the 16 cel- 
ebrated full page colored illustrations 
by Robert Leinweber. 730 pages. 
BOUND IN DURABLE CLOTH. 
PRICE 


$2.00 
(Add 85c for Postage) 
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Books by H. A. Ironside 


— 


REVELATION, Lectures on. With Chart, illustrating same. Paper... .. 75¢ 


DANIEL THE PROPHET, Lectures on. With Chart, mppeEey ce same... .60c 
JOHN’S EPISTLES, Addresses on. Paper. . ay ... ,.60¢ 
HEBREWS AND TITUS, Studies in. — A a Sa © hs wlll ieee ee 50c 
ROMANS, Lectures on. Paper........ Met Ue 5s a BAe we ee 
COLOSSIANS, Notes on. Paper... east eae “oi wed wines 5 oo Oa Wis ea 
THE MIDNIGHT CRY. Paper... | | 
HOLINESS: THE FALSE AND THE TRUE. Paper. £7 US ..355¢ 


President, Research Science 


PROVERBS, Notes on. A practical, verse by verse expouition. Valuable 
Bureau 


to put in the hands of young men—-profitable to all. Cloth bound. .$].50 
MINOR PROPHETS, Notes on the. 464 pages, best cloth ore .. $1.50 


| 
1 
} | 
| SONG OF SOLOMON, Addresses on. Paper binding. .. 50¢ ) ats ot 
OH ? CHARGE THAT TO MY ACCOUNT. And other Gospel messages Paper. 355¢ 
FOUR HUNDRED SILENT YEARS. From Malachi to Matthew, with illustra- “T am amazed at the wealth 
tions. Paper binding... . . 50¢ ) of his knowledge of the Bible 
Books and Booklets MYSTERIES OF GOD, THE. in Nine chapters —= taking up the various itself and of corroborative 
Mysteries. Paper . eed Gicsh gee ) facts concerning the Bible. 
i PHILIPPIANS, NOTES ON. Paper binding | 30c He has dedicated his life t 
"THE COMING KINGDOM ESTHER, NOTES ON THE BOOK OF. Paper binding | 30c krfowing and preaching the <= 
OF CHRIST" NEHEMIAH, NOTES ON THE BOOK OF. Revised Edition. Paper 25¢ Bible and to stop the mouths ¢ © 
ae MISSION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, THE FIVE ADDRESSES. Paper . .20¢ of critics of the Bible. I know 
Pe gah a tattane ea - _ ONLY TWO RELIGIONS. And Other Gospel Papers. Paper binding... 20¢ of no man living who can do 
turn of Christ, the restoration and con- WRONGLY DIVIDING THE WORD OF TRUTH. Ultra-Dispensationalism ) it as well, on so many 
version of Israel, the millennial reign, Examined in the light of Holy Scripture. Paper binding. .... 20c points.”’ 
My ag i Recetas Jas A roa ening IN THE HOLY SPIRIT. Ten Papers on Prayer. Paper binding 20c ) 
ust plain Bible teaching. 200 pages, ‘Ruisaeia ‘agenaiaie ‘tewee, oo young Christians. Paper... . ae 
printed on fine eggshell paper. : . Paper binding c 
Rey. Sam Morris says: EZRA, NOTES ON THE BOOK OF. Revised Edition. Paper binding 20¢ _)) The Harmony of Science and Scripture 
Coming Kingdom of Christ,’ and it was Seat, eee oF tam EPISTLE OF. “Paper binding. . 20¢ ({ of house we shall live in-—and for many people. it even determines 
a@ great blessing to my heart . 1 DEATH AND AFTERWARDS. For the Christian. For the Christless ) what shall be believed. But since most people are not equipped to 
ier a gg: 4 or it ioe best presen- Spirit, Body and Soul. Paper binding. . 15¢ investigate scientific problems, ry 4 have to believe what they are 4 
eet for ther seat years I have read ETERNAL SECURITY OF THE BELIEVER, THE. Paper binding _ 15¢ ) Mod that tt has proved the B Cy to be in Dn eR BOE, 
ag henge: I coulé buy, beg, or borrow BAPTISM: WHAT SAITH THE SCRIPTURE? Paper binding.......... 15¢ | Seeing this need, Dr. Rimmer undertook to prove that science 
7, Se i rn bs WHAT THINK YE OF CHRIST? Paper binding..................... 10c and the Bible are not a but that everything in the Word of : 
ar Ghandi cnd atade cams etudy’ OXFORD GROUP MOVEMENT, THE. IS IT SCRIPTURAL? Paper... ... 10¢ aa by true science. He has studied every phase of this ; 
the facts of the second coming this SALVATION AND REWARD. Two Distinct Lines of Truth. Paper...... 10c Cloth bound, 288 pages, price $2.00 (add 15c postage) , 
oo bead ie decnbetis Soriptures eo SETTING THE STAGE FOR THE LAST ACT OF THE GREAT WORLD | 
es ab hens and interpretation. "rl am DRAMA, “THE TIMES OF THE GENTILES.” Paper binding........ 10c Voices From Calvary. : 
sending a copy to a ivé ‘post’ in (Add 5c Postage for Each Book) 
the hope that he wil prove to be a Dr. Rimmer, who has a new and a fresh approach to every ‘ 
ic ar" subject he treats, in this most illuminating book deals with the 
"I es material stimulating to me HER VOICES” that echoed around Calvary “THAT DAY.’ 
oO he aad very suggestive to sermon- = ey are: 
ng I have found several sermons al- 1, The Voice of Israel _ 4. The Voice of the Mob 
pendy. $1.00 5 tb Vole of Abin | a Seinen Pah 
bound $ e, Magnificent Fa 
Sater bound 60c BIOGRAPHIES OF 7. The Voice Magnanimity F 
(Add 10c postage) FOUR TRU LY GRE AT ME yi Cloth Bound, $1.00 — Paper Bound, 50c. (Add 10c Postage). i 
THE RICE-OLIPHANT DEBATE on . . : 
ye ls chem dapeuail ct D The Evidences For Immortality j 
. Personal Reign of Christ at Jeru- \ MOO Y STILL LIVES vs A ——_ toe anmet on —— re ag S _— es —— 
salem e live n e illustration e story, the fresh way 0 ' 
8. Baptism for Remission of Sins ~ | By Arthur Percy Fitt sa ng things and a marked de aperture from the trite, really make . 
E ickereten binding, 572 pages, price, | MOODY Dr. Will H. Houghton, President, Moody ee se Srice “$1.00 (ada io eatneas 
$1.00 (add 15c postage). STILL Bible Institute, says: “A fine presentation of 
. | Ve the life of America’s greatest soul winner. The Th ‘f Evolot d the F 4 
“BIBLE LESSONS ON THE BOOK OF ives Mr. Fitt is thoroughly competent to write e eory oO volution and the Facts e 
REVELATION | pen PICTURES OF this book. Will encourage ministers, laymen, € Sci rh 
With the present day world-wide con- | cae and we hope particularly young people to Oo cience | 
ditions, the study of Revelation be- |} gRTMuA PERCY FiTT put Roane ah gre, the wig slellbadieane ” This volume exposes the tricks and mistakes which have been ° 
ee eee po ahh my a al | This book was written by Mr. Fitt the — oe nee the dogma of organic evolution as against the truth 
ur. erpretation. Paper bound, . , of creation, : 
pages, price 25c copy, $2.00 dozen. q son-in-law of Mr. Moody, especially for the eS Ouly Slentiste have the ey moe ee to vagger 3 renenTa. : 
7 : ut science has for more than half a century been ridden by the 
“THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST IN wil Moody 100th Anniversary. Beautiful cloth of evolution. And so laymen and scientists alike are indebted 


binding in gold back title. 159 pages, print- 
ed on high quality book paper. Price, $1.50. (Add 10c postage) 


to Mr. Rimmer for his acute investigations and criticisms. 

By pointing out the absurdities and contradictions by which 
the theory of organic evolution is defended, Mr. Rimmer has fur- 
nished one more illustration of the fact that any atheistic doctrine | 
will in the end be proved also to be an unscientific doctrine. 

Cloth bound, 155 pages, price $1.00 (add 10c postage). 


DANIEL” 
A concise, clear teaching of the out- 
line of prophecy. Paper bound, 47 


Mais waits ON THE BOOK OF B . I. L Y 5 U N D A Y 
FIRST CORINTHIANS” The MAN and His MESSAGE 


Voices From the Silent Centuries 


This book will help the Christian By William T. Ellis, L. L. D. : 
settle from the Scripture, problems : A fascinating record of the way in which literature and 
about verbal inspiration of the Bible— A new book on the life of this famous evangelist, Billy Sun- recent archeological discoveries establish the claim of 
the ure. h, discipline — aca’ ond day. The material contained in this book is the heart of Mr. the New Testament to historical accuracy. Important to 
ae nw ’ . 
rd’s Supper — bobbed Sunday’s gospel messages arranged by subjects; include a tribute any one who wants a rational defense of his faith, and 
a ttre! & “the tongues move- by Homer A. Rodeheaver, his singer for twenty years, and an also to preachers and teachers. 115 pages. 
ment — the Resurrection tid yapture— especially fine chapter by Mrs. William Sunday, written after his Price add 10c for postage $1.00 
pele ge Ape $200 per — death. It includes also the very cream of Billy Sunday’s remark- 
es) able .sermons that were heard by eighty million people and led Answers to Phases *of Evolutionary Teaching 
“THE ELECTROCUTION OF to approximately a million public professions of faith. His ser- , ; 
RAYMOND HAMILTON” mons and the way God used him will greatly stir and enrich the 1. es one of Evolution and the Facts of ree ; 
The book is commended by Gover- lives of all who read this book. Cloth bound, 519 pages, Price, . 
nor Allred. Paper bound, oy pages. $1.50. (Add 15c postage). pas 2. Embryology and the Recapitulation Theory.......... 25c , 
Price, 15c, 2 for a quarter. 3. The Theories of Evolution and the Facts of Pale- 


ontology 25¢ 

4. Monkey Shines— Fakes, Fables and Facts Concern- 
ing Evolution 25c 

5. The Facts of Biology and the Theories of Evolution 
25c 


-_ = 


Child of ‘the Brothel, Sister of 
Drunkenness, Lewdness and Di- 


vorce, the Mother of Lust — His Witnesses to A Prayer-Hearing God 


“THE DANCE" GEORGE MULLER OF BRISTOL 
AND 


A Road to Hell!” 
$2 pages, _Ziving a red hot, burning, By ane T. Pierson 6.. Modern Science and the Youth of Today................ 10c 
g at on sin. bound in orange Here is a book that, judging by its influence, is one of the 

sepeperciie paper cover. Price, 25c copy, hal? douen greatest books. It stves the story of a. profligate, li- Answers 3 Assaults of Unbelievers on Bible Teachings 
ya centious, wild and unconverted German boy reared for the as to Creation 

an A. Saved Person Ever Be Lutheran ministry as a worldly profession and with absolutely 7. Modern Science and the First Day of Genesis......25c 
Lost ? no spiritual knowledge of God, who became the most widely 8. Modern Science and the Second Day of Genesis..25c 
ae pages. Fo each, Sic dos. $1.50 per. 100. known man of prayer in the world. This man knew God— in 9. Modern Science and the Third Day of Genesis..25c 

Christ's Literal Reign on Earth answer to prayer he got definite leadings from God, had tens of 10. Modern Science and the Fourth Day of Genesis..25c 
from David's Throne at Jerusalem. thousands saved and got millions of dollars for the Lord’s work. 11. Modern Science and the Fifth Day of Genesis....25c 
eee ee Sent, eo Gos, ey This book is a most moving stimulus to prayer and Bible study 12. Modern Science and the Sixth Day of Genesis....25c 

Sunday or Sabbath, Whica Should and full surrender to the will of God. When you get through 

Christians Observe ? you will exclaim, “What a great God!” Answers to Other Assaults Upon Bible Teaching 
= pages. Gc each, 30c doz, $1.50 100. How George Muller came to the great doctrines of salvation 13. Modern Science, Noah’s Ark and the Deluge......25c 

Speaking With Tongues, Is It the||| by faith the security of a believer, baptism by immersion — how 14. Modern Science, Jonah and the Whale... 25c 
Bible Evidence of the Baptiam of he came to give up all regular salary, broke away from all de- 15. A Scientist’s Viewpoint of the Virgin Birth of ; 
gece apm li ic etl ee nosdinatiena! control and had miraculous healings in answer to Christ 25¢ : 
* : age , prayer — these are all told in this book. One of the few really 16. Modern Science and 
euteamae Wives and Slacker||| great books. Cloth bound, 462 pages. price $2.50. (Add 15c 17. Modern Science and the wire ne Pio Paseerigpapie 
_— Pg ey a postage). Pe ae . ..48,.Modern Science in an. Ancient. Book...c0...c:...:25€ 
‘Hell What Pesky Bible Says About AR 19. The Harmony of Science and the Scriptures......25c 
ane . | MEMOIRS of CHARLES G. FINNEY 20. The Credibility of the Chronology of the Bible......25c 
44 pages. 10c each, 60c doz., $3.50 100. Written by himself 

“Bible Baptism.” The Narrative is, in its very nature, personal, involving the “pg - Special Interest to Bible Students | i 
64 pages. 10c ea., $1.00 doz., $5.00 100. experiences both of the author and of those with whom he had 99. ylabus of Bible Study 25¢ f 
“Be Ye Not Unequally Yoked To-/|] to do, and to these personal experiences it, in great part, owes Outlines for Study in the Trial and Death of 
gether With Unbelievers.” its interest and its value. The narrative presents the memories 28. Spl mewn 25¢ 
36 pages. 10c each, 60c doz., $3.50 100. and heart-yearnings of a veteran pastor. With a passion for . 24. piritism in the Light of Science and the Bible.:..25¢c 
“A&A Church that God Blesses and winning souls, Finney was one of the four or five best soul win- Debate — Resolved that the Creative Days of 
Why.” ners and preachers America has produced. Multitudes have been Genesis were Aeons, not Solar Days — 
50 pages. 10c each, $1.00 dozen. ogg d ao by this autobiography in which he tells of his Harry Rimmer for the negative . 25C 

LIN pee Regal e, conversion, call to preach, and how the Holy Spirit of God 
one coRECIAL CHRISTMAS OFFER ||| came upon him and he was filled or baptized with the Spirit of THE SWORD BOOK ROOM 
‘ and multitudes we 
pon gc gti yr gee oa one saved, Cloth bound, 477 pages, price, 201 EAST TENTH ST. DALLAS, TEXAS 

This Offer good until midnight, Dec. 25th 


it 


LL ES AR ee 


; Snes CR Ce ae - 
Oy eae Se 


, lett \ - ‘ ‘ a oo : @ ted > , ; tw - “ Pee i'd ~ : 
: ~9 : - - ona > f oe e tac™ & J S wat * i P fos eae 4 , Ss ” “we. 
- —— “ - . iar 7, 4 | . ‘ ‘ad Prd ‘ “2h ae ° é SS. : oe . 4 el » ce ¢ ai-+ y' ' i % ae > 
: . . -— rmy* Files | 4 a * - » : s rs i) gs ‘ Pat ¢ ~ ee REE , = woe £ i a ‘ - ver. 2 ; 
*~ oe » P Z - , =f * . oe. : by ve ' : ¥ on Ps ute, « ’ Cr eg er rs 
~ . ’ ; : p= 2 aa <% : M : bP ee pee: Mun et yn eh reeaen ne | 4 ails Si cill Vaal stl af eae ts : 


dhutic <@ 


o—- 


=--+* *« 


; 
ee hee 


<< 


2 “apt —_ 


< = «=. = - 


*@ #6 oe 


~~~ 


Friday, November 27, 1936 


PRAYING FOR REVIVAL 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2) 


serve others at God’s table sia 
et themselves go hungry. 

hers themselves need revivals. 
But thank God, we have a right 
to go to the Lord and say, “Lord, 
revive Thy work in the midst cf 
the years.” We who have been 
called to preach have a right to a 
fresh vision, a fresh anointing, a 
a commission. The work is 


Many great businesses feel per- 
sonally responsible for their sales- 
men and every so often a sales- 
man is taken to “the home office’ 
or “to the factory’ for fresh in- 
spiration and reward. When an 
automobile manufacturer puts out 
a new model, then special sessions 
are held for automobile dealers 
and salesmen. They are given the 
facts about the new model. They 
are given the best sales talk. They 
see with their own eyes the beau- 
ties of the lovely machine, they 
test for themselves its wonderful 
performance. They return to sell 
it with new enthusiasm and inspi- 
ration. The automobile manufac- 
turer knows that he is responsible 
for his dealers. 

So my brother preacher, we have 
a right to go to God and ask Him 
for new help just like Elijah fiee- 
ing from Jezebel or like John the 
Baptist languishing in prison. We 
are His work. May God revive 
His own work in the hearts of 
preachers. 


“IN THE MIDST OF THE YEARS, 
THE MIDST OF THE YEARS, MAKE 
KNOWN” 


Years ago at many a baptizing 
by a river bank they sang the cold 
song: 

Oh how happy are they 

Who the Saviour obey 
And whose treasures are laid up 
above 
Tongue can never express 
The sweet peace, joy and rest 
. Of @ soul in its earliest love.’ 


Even the Scripture speaks of the 
first love and the church at Ephe- 
sus is warned of God, “I have 
somewhat against thee, because 
Et hast left thy first love” (Rev. 

34). 

Do you remember the sweetness, 
the fresh ecstasy in your heart 
when you first trusted Christ? Do 
you remember how you loved 
Christians and how you longed to 
see sinners saved? Do you re- 
member with what fervecr you 
prayed and how rich were ihcce 
passages in the Bible with which 
you first became familiar after you 
were saved? Oh that God would 
give us again the freshness of our 
beginnings. Preacher do you re- 
member your first sermons, your 
first revivals? How sweet is the 
first love! 

It is “in the midst of the years’ 
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that we need revivals. A watch, 
when first wound, may keep ac- 
curate time. But if it goes too long 
without winding, it begins slowly to 
lose time. A preacher who goes too 
long without winding does not have 
the power he once had! Chris- 
tians need rewinding, that is, re- 
viving “in the midst of the years.” 


I have found it a strange thing, 
this tendency to backslide after 
one has long been settled in the 
Christian life. I have seen many a 
young Christian give up cigarettes 
and picture shows and gambling; 
do it gladly, do it easily, and begin 
the soul winning life. But little by 
little, later on, the older habits 
laid aside have a tendency to re- 
appear “in the midst of the years” 
I have found that the drunkard, 
wonderfully saved, often leaves his 
old companions, gives a, fervent 
testimony wherever he goes, and 
experiences all the poyer and vic- 
tory of a Christian life for weeks 
or months, or sometimes years, 
and then when he ceases to be 
afraid of the old habit, when he is 
off his guard, when he has settled 
down into a more or less routine 
service, he may slip into the old 
sins again. Christian, look out for 
the settled period, “in the midst 
of the years.’’ Then is when we 
should pray earnestly for a revival. 
Then is our danger. 


Many a man marries a lovely 
girl and lives with her happily 
through the strenuous early years 
of married life. He must work 
hard in business. He loves his 
wife. There is the holy thrill of 
new babies, the responsibilities ot 
fatherhood. But after awhile, ‘in 
the midst of the years,” when a 
man is well established in business, 
when his home seems safe and ‘his 
children are maturing satisfac- 
torily, many a man falls prey to 
the siren voice of an evil woman. 
How many homes are broken aiter 
the children are grown! How many 
a man takes up gambling or crook- 
ed business after he has made a 
success in life! Those middle years, 
those settled years, are times of 
great need for revival, 


I believe that a nation is in great 
danger after it has passed the first 
stages, when the government is 
settled, when its frontiers are de- 
veloped, when prosperity and inde- 
pendence are safely assured, when 
danger seems a thing of the past. 
Then there comes the slow decay 
of manhood, corrupticn in politics, 
worldliness in the church, atheism 
in the school and license in the 
home. When America was young, 
we believed in God. Our greatest 
danger has come “in the midst o1 
the years.”’ Oh the need for revival 
in the midst of the years! 


“IN WRATH REMEMBER MERCY” 


God had expressed His wrath on 
the sins of Judah. Captivity and 
woe were promised. There is every 
evidence that the wrath of God is 
on the world today. I think it is 
clearly true that we are in those 
perilous times that are promised 
for the last days. A view of the 
world shows a dark picture. War 
is abroad on this planet —a civil 
war in Spain, Japan confiscates 
China, Italy rapes Ethiopia, Ehg- 

d, France, Germany,. Russia, all 
everishly are arming for conflict. 
These are days of wrath. Dictators 
are arising on every hand. Gov- 
ernment of the people and by the 
people is disappearing from the 
earth. Corruption, bureaucracy, 
pork barrel morals in government 
are everywhere evident. Drunken- 
ness increases as do crimes of ev- 
ery kind, and accidents. Even na- 
ture shows the wrath of God upon 
His wicked creatures; drouth, 
flood, and pestilence add to the 
terrors of unemployment and de- 
pression. We are in the days of 
wrath. I believe that preachers 
ought to preach it fearlessly. I 
believe it with all my heart. I 
expect judgment on America. I 
expect us to see war — bloody, ter- 
rible, hellish war—thrust again be- 
fore long at the throats of mil- 
lions of boys scarce out of their 
teens, yea to lacerate the hearts of 
mothers and drown the best in- 
stincts and teachings and motives 
of men in a flood of sinful red 
hate. I expect trouble between 
capital and labor, strikes, riots, 
bloodshed. Communism rears its 
leering head seeking to bring an- 


archy and atheism to our’ land, to 
overthrow our government and 
close our churches. I say, these are 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


he Se 


of 


days of wrath and every preacher 
should be a warning prophet. But 
thank God, days of wrath can be 
days of mercy, too! Let every 
Christian pray “in the midst of 
wrath, remember mercy.” Trou- 
blous, sinful days are just the days 
to pray for revival. 


I have found pecple’s hearts are 
terribly hard, these wicked days 
in which we live. Many men wiu 
not hear the gospel. Many women 
will laugh in your face. Many 
youths scoff at religion and Heav- 
en and God. But I find that where 
the chastening hand of God has 
fallen, there oftentimes men listen 
to the gospel! When I preach a 
funeral sermon, I preach revival, 
ana you maysbe sure that there 
are broken hearts who will hear 
it. Days of wrath and judgment 
are also days of mercy. When 
God stretches out His hand, He 
does it in mercy as well as in 
wrath. We should expect sinners 
to turn to God as a result of every 
great calamity. 


In Wichita Falis, Texas, about 
1930, one night I came on the 
ecene just after a car had turned 
over with four young people. The 
car was ruined. One young woman 
was so injured that she spent 
months in the hospital, though 
that night we did not know how 
seriously she was hurt. I took them 


night. When I suggested that we 
have a time of prayer and thank 
God I was not bringing home tc 
some mother her dead girl at mid- 
night, they were eager to pray. 
They knew it was a warning from 
God. Two of that number were 
happily converted, and the other 
two, backslidden Christians, made 
confession of their waywardness 
and promised to attend services 
the following Sunday, to line up 
with Gcd’s people and serve Him 
They knew that it was a time of 
wrath and they sought mercy. 

My dear reader, the time oi 
judgment is a time to call on God 
for a revival. 

I preach often in the Dallas 
County jail, and there, thank God, 
I have seen hundreds claim Christ 
as Saviour. There are several 
reasons why I like to preach to 
people in jail. One reason is that 
they need it. Another reason is 
that they can’t get away. But the 
best reason is that they want the 
gospel. A man who is sentenced 
to several years in the peniten- 
tiary listens very respectfully when 
you preach that the way of the 
transgressor is hard and in many, 
many cases he is rejoiced to know 
that his sins, as scarlet, can be 
made as white as snow. Take 
heart, my friends. I believe that 
we are in the days of wrath, but 
I know that we have a right to 
pray that God will send a mighty 
revival in the days of wrath. 

The great Dwight L. Moody nev- 
er tired of telling how God blessed 
and saved souls as he went 
among the wounded soid’ers of the 
Union Army following the great 
battles of the civil war. They 
were ripe for the gospel. 

The clouds are heavy on every 
side. Christians must be grieved 
and heavy hearted, if they feel that 
they are their brother’s keper and 
if they have loved ones unsaved. 
Then let us pray like Habakkuk 
that God will revive His work in 
the midst of these evil years and 
that in these days of wrath He 
will remember mercy. 


“A PRAYER OF HABAKKUK" 


How shall we have a revival” 
Dear reader, let us pray! Habak- 
kuk prayed for a revival. At 
Pentecost the apostles and others 
waited and prayed for a revival. 
In Nineveh they fasted and prayed 
days and night so that neither 
man nor beast ate nor drank. They 
put on sackcloth and ashes and 
ceased every man from his vio- 
lence. And God heard from Heav- 
en and repented of that which He 
had planned to do and did it not. 

Let it be settled once for al! 
that revivals are divine business. 
A revival is a miracle of God. It 
is not natural, but supernatural. 
It is not ordinary, but extraordi- 
nary. It is not human, but divine. 
Only God can give a revival. 

Elijah well said to men on Mt. 
Carmel about the sacrifice, “Put 
no fire under.” God must put the 
fire on’ the-altar if we are really 
to have a revival. Elijah could 
repair the altar that was torn 
down, he could lay the wood in 
order, he could slay the bullock 
and dress it. But only God could 


give the revival fire! 
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in my car to their homes at mid-|' 


The apostles before Pentecost 
had been breathed upon and when 
Christ was glorified, according to 
promise, they received the Holy 
Ghost to live in their bodies. Je- 
sus had opened their understand- 
ing that they might understand the 
Scriptures, and had taught them 
in all the Scriptures the things 
concerning Himself. They had re- 
ceived their great commission, But 
even yet at last the revival did 
not come until with all their hearts 
and with one accord they con- 
tinued in prayer and supplication! 

An old, old song that I used to 
hear when a boy in country 
churches impressed me greatly. 
The words that I recall are these: 
“Brethren, we have met to worship 

And adore the Lord our Goa. 
Will you pray with all your power 

While we try to preach the 

Word? 
All is vain unless the Spirit 

Of the Holy One come down. 
Brethren, pray and holy manna 

Will be showered all around. 


“Brethren, see poor sinners ‘round 
you 

Trembling on the brink of woe. 
Death is coming, Hell is moving— 

Can you bear to see them go? 
See our fathers and our mothers 

And our children sinking down. 
Brethren, pray and holy manna 

Will be showered all around!” 

That may be old fashioned, but 
according to the Word of God, it 
is true. Habakkuk prayed! it is 
PRAYER to Almighty God that 
brings revivals! 

These modern days people think 
much of a trained ministry. We 
are strong on organization, on 
equipment. There is a subtle 
change in thinking going on anda 
we begin to persuade ourselves 
that mass revivals are over, that 
God does not work miracles any 
longer, that what preachers neec 
is more of culture instead of mor 
of Christ. Psychology seems more 
important than power, and organ- 
izing is a good deal easier than 
agonizing! “The supper room” is 
more popular than “the upper 
room” in the modern church. But 
after all, there is only one, that is 
God, who can bring us out of our 
difficulties in nation, in home and 
in churches, yea, in the depths of 
our own hearts. We need a revival. 
Only God can give it. Then I beg 
you who read this, let us pray. 

If there reads this a sinner un- 
done, away from God, who has 
never found peace, then I remind 
you that you have a right to pray. 
Romans 10:13 says, “For whoso- 
ever shall call upon the name otf 
the Lord shall be saved.” If you 
want forgiveness, salvation and 
peace, you can have it today wher- 
ever you are if you will ask God 
for it. The publican in the temple 
prayed, “God be merciful to me a 
sinner,” and went down to his 
house justified. The thief on the 
cross cried out to Jesus, “Lord, re- 
member me when thou comest into 
thy kingdom.” Jesus forgave him 
and said, “Today shalt thou be 
with me in paradise.” Revivals 
come from God. It is God who 
forgave sinners, God who changes 
the heart. God will save you today, 
right now, if you will trust Him. 
Jesus said, “Him that cometh to 
me, I will in no wise cast out.” 

You can have a revival of your 
own just now as you sit in your 
chair if you will call on the God 
of revivals. 

“A prayer of Habakkuk the 
prophet upon Shigionoth. 

“2. O Lord, I have heard thy 
speech, and was afraid: O 
Lord, revive thy work in the 
midst of the years, in the 
midst of the years make 
known; in wrath remember 
mercy.” (Hab: 3:1, 2). 


—— 


“They that dwell under his 
shadow shall return; they shall re- 
vive as the corn and grow as the 
vine” (Hosea 14:7). 


——— 


“Love not the world, neither the 
things that are in the world. If 
any man love the world, the love 
of the Father is not in him.” 


—I John 2:15| 


“What Must I Do To 
Be Saved?” Sent Free 
On Request 


in our services on Radio KRRV 
at Sherman at 7:30 eath morning, 
we are inviting listeners to write 
for a free copy of the little twenty 
page booklet, “What Must I Do 
to Be Saved?” which has led so 
many to Christ. I will gladly send 
a copy free to anyone on request. 
This sermon has been greatly used 
of God. 

A good friend provided $30.00 
for printing a quantity of these 
booklets. Some have been given 
away free at the Centennial, others 
in services in jails, parks and hos- 
pitals. If you want a copy, write 
for it. 

I cannot give away iaigze qucnt- 
ties, but will gladly send a small 
number to any one who will give 
them to loved ones and friends, 
and at the same time make a per- 
sonal effort to win them to Christ. 
Write 201 East Tenth Street. 

If others wish to have a part 
in this gospel work, let us hear 
from you. We have scattered ap- 
proximately a quarter of a million 
copies of gospel booklets in the 
last few years and far more than 
half of these were given away free. 


a , wae 


“Am sending $1.00 which you 
may use as you see fit for the 
best. I am convinced you are do- 
ing a great work for the Lord in 
getting the gospel out to the lost. 
The dollar is just a mite but I 
give it with a free heart and will. 
I pray God’s blessings upon you 
and your work. 

“C. F., Athens, Texas.” 
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‘I Received the Great- 


est Blessing —’ 
(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 


brought. How it did make my heart 
rejoice. I feel that I have received 
a spiritual uplift and also much 
Bible teaching that will not only be 
a blessing to me but help me to 
be a blessing to others. I have so 
much to make me rejoice and be 
thankful for. I rejoice because ev- 
ery member of my family is saved 
and working at the job. 

“My daughter, whose name is 
Freda Mae, is enclosing an offer- 
ing in this letter. I rejoice that 
her heart has made her willing 
to do so. 

“In closing I wish to say to you 
and your church, I remember you 
always, making mention of you 
in my prayers. I sincerely desire 
that you and your church remem- 
ber me at a throne of grace. 

“Yours in Christ, 


(Signed) “J. E. Deakins.” 
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' Books For Christmas 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1) 
seminary trained preachers espe- 


_* cially should have. One was “Voices 
_. From the Silent Centuries.” This 


book of 93 pages gives clear and 


overwhelming proof that New 


Testament Scriptures are authentic 
—that the manuscripts from which 


: - our English versions of the sible 
- were translated are absolutely re- 


liable copies of those written by 
the New Testament authors. There 
are also Greek word studies which 


- will prove suggestive and helpful 


- 
P —- 
— 


espe gggreded to preachers. This 
ook, paper bound, ninety three 
pages, sells for 50c. (add 5c post- 
age). c See 

The other book of Dr. Rimmer’s 
which I have just read is “The 
Chronology of the Bible.” How 
long since man was created? Is 
the Bible chronology reliable? Dr. 
Rimmer has gathered a fine array 
of facts and every one of them 
tends to confirm our faith in th: 
Bible as absolutely reliable on ev- 
erything it mentions, the inspired 
Word of God. I liked it very much. 
Paper bound, thirty-two pages, Z5c. 

Any of these books may \be 
ordered from The Sword Bocr 
Room,.201 East Tenth Street, Dal- 
las, Texas. 

By all means help us spread 
Christian literature. Give Bibles 


' and gospel literature as Christmas 
|. presents to those you love. Make 
_ your plans now. If you want sug- 


gestions, write Mrs. Ridgway or 
me and we will be glad to help 
in this work so dear to’our heart.. 
Qo-— -- 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Asking For The Holy Spirit 


(CONTINUED FROM PAGDP 1) 


scended upon Him. If we are spir- 
itually wise; we will not attempt 
anything for Christ without en- 
duement of power from Heaven! 
Jesus Himself prayed for the Holy 
Spirit to them that ask Him. 

Notice the following cases where 
New Testament Christians prayed 
for the Holy Spirit. 

1. The disciples before Pentecost 
“continued with one accord with 
prayer and supplication” (Acts 1: 
14). Then they were all filled with 
the Holy Spirit. 

2. The same apostles after Pente- 
cost prayed, “and when they had 
prayed the place was shaken where 
they were assembled together, and 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost and spake the Word of God 
with boldness” (Acts 4:31). Notice, 
this was after Pentecost, and they 
prayed for the Holy Spirit. 


3. In the great Samaritan revival 
led by Philip,” many were saved. 
But the Holy Ghost had not fallen 
upon them until Peter and John 
came down and “prayed for them, 
that they might receive the Holy 
Ghost” (Acts 8:15). Samaritans, 
like Jesus, got this blessing after 
prayer,-as Jesus said in Luke 11: 
13 


4. Paul, after his conversion on 
the road toward Damascus was 
three days without eating or drink- 
ing (Acts 9:9), praying (verse 
11), and then the Lord sent Anan- 
ias to him and he was, “filled with 
the Holy Ghost” (verse 17). Luke 
11:13 was still not-out of date. 


Beyond any shadow of doubt, 
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many Bible Christians, both be- 
fore Pentecost and after, followed 
the plain command of Jesus to ask 
the Father for the Holy Spirit, 
and their prayers were answered. 


WHAT IT MEANS TO “ASK” 

The heavenly Father will give 
the Holy Spirit to them that ask 
Him, Jesus said. Since that is 
the way to receive the power of 
the Holy Spirit for service, let us 
study the word “ask.” In the light 
of the teachings of Jesus and the 
experience of the apostles, we can 


, know just what He meant for us 


to do. 

First of all, we are to ask like 
the man Jesus used for an ex- 
ample in the same iith chapter 
of Luke. The man who went to 
ask his friend for bread went at 
midnight. That was unusual ask- 
ing. That was emergency asking. 
It was no small matter with this 
man who needed bread for a friend. 
One who prays for the Holy Spirit 
to help him win souls should take 
the matter to heart and ask with 
the earnestness which Jesus pic- 
tured here. When we realize 
that we have literally nothing of 
our own to set before sinners tnat 
can do any good, when it becomes 
an emergency measure of the ut- 
most importance, then we can ask 
for the Holy Spirit in the sense 
of this Scripture. It is foolish and 
wicked and insincere to ask cas- 
ually and flippantly for Holy Spirit 
power! Perhaps you never meant 
business when you asked God to 
make you a soul winrer! 

Again, the asking to which Je- 
sus refers is persistent asking. The 
man in Christ’s own illustration, 
in the same passage of Scripture, 
did not get bread because the other 
man was his friend, but “‘because 
of his importunity.” What Jesus 
has in mind is persistent and 
shameless begging. It is of that 
kind of asking that Jesus said, 
“Ask, and it shall be given you, 
seek, and ye shall find; knock, and 
it shall be opened unto you.” ‘ihe 
obvious meaning of the Saviour 
is that a Christian dces not get 
Holy Spirit power just because he 
is a Christian. He gets it because 
he begs for it. One has the in- 
dwelling of the Holy Spirit be- 
cause he is saved and Christ is his 
friend. But when a Christian gets 
the Holy Spirit’s anointing, endue- 
ment, or power, it is “because oi 
his importunity.”’ That is what Je- 
sus means when He said, “How 
much more shall your heavenly Fa- 
ther give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ‘ask’ him?”’ 

This command of Jesus was re- 
peated at least twice to His 
apostles before He went away to 
Heaven. In Luke 24:49, Jesus 
said: 

“And, behold, I send the promise of 
my Father upon you: but tarry ye in 
the city of Jerusalem, until ye be en- 
dued with power from on high.” 


In that case, the synonym for 
“ask” is “tarry.” Asking for the 
Fioly Spirit means to tarry for the 
Holy Spirit. I do not have in mind. 
trances or other fanaticism. I am 
not willing that the Bible terms 
should be defined by modern and 
unscriptural use. By the term 
“tarry” I ~— simply what Jesus 
commanded the apostles to do and 
what they literally did. They went 
into an upper room and there 
prayed until Pentecost came. Much 
folly has been blamed on the word 
“tarry.” Yet Jesus said it, and the 
apostles did it and.we are no bet- 
ter than they. | 

If we are to be endued with pow- 
er from on high, we should follow 
the plain command of Jesus. How 
long are we to tarry? Simply un- 
til we are endued with power from 
on high. Jesus set no time limit. 
He did not tell the apostles that 
that power would come at Pente- 
cost. He simply commanded them 
to tarry until it came. 

We must make HO rules here 
where Jess made none, about 
where or how. Sometimes we 
should pray alone, sometimes with 
others. Sometimes we sbould work 
and pray and there are times when 
we should do nothing but pray. But 
if you would be a soul wirier, you 
must pray, pray much. | 

There is a unity of the Scrip- 
tures on this question that we must 
not dodge. The command of Je- 
sus is repeated in Acts 1:4, 5, “And 
being assembled together with 
them, commanded them that they 


; | Should not depart from Jerusalem, ‘ 
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but wait for the promise of the Fa- 
ther, which, saith he, ye have 
heard of me. For John truly bap- 
tized with water; but ye shall be 
baptized with the Holy Ghost not: 
many days hence.” Then, lest 
someone should misunderstana 
what I mean, let me explain it 
just like Jesus did in verse 8 fol- 
lowing: “But ye shall receive pow- 
er, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be 
witnesses unto me both in Jeru- 
salem, and in all Judea, and in 
Samaria, and unto the uttermost 
part of the earth.” 


How were they to get this pow- 
er? They were to “waith.” Ask- 
er? They were to “wait.” Ask- 
ment is necessary in real prayer. 


For one thing, obedience is in- 
voived in the prayer that secures 
the heavenly anointing of power. 
Peter spoke of “The Holy Ghost, 
whom God hath given to them that 
obey him.’’ (Acts 5:32). The ccn- 
nection of the Holy Spirit with 
baptism in the case of Jesus (Luke 
3:21, 22), and in the promise of 
Acts 2:38, 39 shows that obedience 
has something to do with receiving 
the power of the Holy Spirit in 
preparation for service. Obedience 
takes time and so the time element: 
is involved in the praying which 
Jesus told.us we must do if the 
Father is to give us the Holy Spir- 
it that we may carry the bread of 
life to those who have none. I 
do not know all that happened dur- 
ing the days before Pentecost when 
the apostles prayed, but something 
happened to Peter’s cowardice. 
James and John evidently gave 
up their schemes to be before the 
other apostles in the kingdom. 
Doubting Thomas must have con- 
fessed and forsaken his doubts. I 
do not know all that happened, Il 
say, but I know that while they 
were waiting on God, God was do- 
ing something for them. They got 
what they prayed for, and when 
the day of Pentecost was come, 
they were all filled with the Holy 
Ghost, but they got something else 
too, they got their wills in line 
with the will of Christ. They sur- 
rendered themselves, they judged 
their own sins, they mortified the 
deeds of the flesh. Waiting is a 
part of praying, if you want pow- 
er from Heaven. 

In Acts 1:14 we are told how 
the disciples ‘asked’ for the Holy 
Spirit. 

“These all continued with one accord 

in prayer and supplication.” 

Asking for the Holy Spirit, in 
the sense that Jesus commanded 
it, means to ‘continue’ in prayér. 
If you have read the story of 
Moody, then you know that he, too, 
continued long month after month 
earnestly praying for the power ot 
the Holy Spirit on his ministry 
before it came in overwhelming 
fashion until he was never the 
same again. The great Evanzelist 
Charles G. Finney tells us much 
about how he learned to wait on 
God for power, even with fasting 
and prayer. The experience ot 
multitudes of Christians bears out 
the plain teachings of the Scrip- 
ture. The Heavenly Father will 
give the Holy Spirit to them that 
ask Him, but Jesus means that 
we should ask Him persistently 
until we get what He has promised. 

In the same verse, we find that 
the apostles continued with one ac- 
cord “in prayer AND SUPPLICA- 
TIONS.” 

Supplication is a second step in 
prayer. It pictures a certain at- 
titude of prayer, the attitude of 


begging. The kind of praying we 
need to do for the-power of the 
Spirit is not merely to state our 
request. We should beseech God 
with all our hearts for this mar- 
velous; treasure. God has it for 
us. It is worth tarrying for, wait- 
ing for, countinuing in prayer for. 
Then it is worth supplication. ‘That 
is, it is worth begging for. God 
wants us to be shameless, persist- 
ent beggars who cannot be denied 
this blessing which He has so tree- 
ly promised to give. 

Paul also prayed for Holy Spirit 
power. After he was saved the 
angel told Ananias, “Behold he 
prayeth,” and we are told that 
Paul “was three days without 
sight, AND NEITHER DID EA? 
NOR DRINK” (Acts 9:9). Paul 
was evidently praying for what he 
got, the filling of the Holy Spirit 
as well as his sight. He fasted 
while he prayed. We may be sure 
that the disciples who continued 
so earnestly in prayer for days be- 
fore Pentecost fasted, too, for Je- 
sus had foretold that “When the 
Bridegroom is taken away from 
them, then shall they fast” (Matt. 
9:15). So it seems evident that the 
disciples as they prayed, fasted, 
even as did Paul, praying for the 
same thing, that is, to be filled 
with the Spirit. Later, in Acts 
13:1-3 certain prophets and teach- 
ers “ministered to the Lord and 
fasted” until the Holy Ghost told 
them what to do. Then, after they 
received instructions to separate 
Barnabas and Paul as missionaries, 
they fasted and prayed again and 
the Holy Ghost sent Paul and 
Barnabas forth! Fasting and 
prayer is particularly suitable as 
one seeks the power and leader- 
ship of the Spirit of God. 


Fasting is an emergency meas- 
ure. Fasting as a form, without 
an earnest and contrite seeking 
after God has no spiritual value. 
Fasting is proper if the earnest 
desire of the heart leads one to 
temporarily disregard the desires 
of the body in order to seek God 
with the whole heart. The Holy 
Spirit’s anointing, filling and em- 
powering is the greatest thing that 
any child of God can have in this 
life. It involves soul winning, joy, 
victory over sin, understanding ot 
the Scriptures and the will of God 
— everything that is important in 
life and service. One praying for 
Holy Spirit power is justified in 
following the example of the dis- 
ciples, of Paul, and of other Bible 
Christians who fasted while they 
prayed. 

Let no one lose sight of the fact 
that we are talking about “ask- 
ing.” - Prayer that is not real ask- 
ing does not fill the bill. Tarry- 
ing, or waiting, or continuing, or 
even fasting that is not real prayer 
will not do. 

My heart has been greatly 
blessed as I have sought to find 
how God wants me to ask for the 
Holy Spirit. I trust the Holy Spir- 
it Himself will teach us to ask 
and to receive that which our 
Heavenly Father more willingly 
gives than we give bread to our 
children! 

“If ye then, being evil, know 
how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more 
shall your heavenly Father 
give the Holy Spirit to them 

that ask him?” (Luke 11:13). 


a ; en 
“God is our refuge and strength, 


a& very present help in trouble.” 
(Psalm 46:1). 
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122 WEST JEFFERSON 
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A-1 AUTO MECHANICS 
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Work Guaranteed 
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BECKLEY & NINTH SERVICE STATION 


JACK HENDLEY, Manager 


Beckley and Ninth Street 
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